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Best Practices on Organizing, Playing, And Watching 
Little League® Baseball and Softball  

During the Coronavirus Pandemic

Since COVID-19 was declared a pandemic in March 2020, there have been unfathomable impacts to our families, communities, and 
lives. For millions of people, Little League® is where their community comes alive, and returning to the baseball and softball field has 
provided positive, meaningful opportunities throughout this difficult era.

As volunteers look to operate their local Little League programs around the world, Little League International strongly encourages you 
to take the following into consideration:

• It is highly encouraged that each league and district adheres to the guidelines set forth by their respective state and local government 
and health officials in terms of public gatherings, organized youth sports, and sporting events when determining how and when to 
return to Little League activities. Leagues should contact their state and local health authority and other municipalities for guidance 
prior to resuming any Little League activities.

• In the event that a local league would like to consider additional requirements for its players, volunteers, and fans (for example: 
mandating masking for all participants, requiring vaccines to volunteer or play, etc.), these items should be carefully considered and 
voted on by the Board of Directors, and then communicated to all league members. Leagues are also strongly encouraged to include 
their COVID-19 mitigation plan in their annual A Safety Awareness Program (ASAP) Plan. Please note that Little League International 
is not requiring local Little League programs to adopt additional mitigation efforts outside of any respective requirements from state 
and local government and health officials. Little League International strongly encourages leagues, families, and volunteers to make 
every effort to follow the recommendations from the CDC, World Health Organization, and state and local health officials, including 
vaccination, to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

• District Administrators and District Staff should work with all their leagues to understand and communicate COVID-19 mitigation 
efforts, especially for leagues who participate in interleague play, combined teams, District Travel, and the International Tournament, 
so that league personnel (administrators, coaches, parents, etc.) understand any differences in mitigation guidelines at different 
leagues throughout the season.

Member Communication:
• Local leagues should disseminate information to all families, volunteers, and spectators about the Coronavirus risk and the efforts your 

league will be undertaking to mitigate those risks, as outlined above. Information should be disseminated by way of email, league 
website, social media, coach talks, and public announcements.

Designate a league board representative to be responsible for COVID19 concerns (e.g. Safety Officer). 

Post Information to Promote Everyday Preventive Actions:
• Leagues should display posters and signs throughout the park to frequently remind visitors to take steps to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. These messages may include information about:
• Staying home if you are sick or do not feel well, and what to do if you’re sick or feel ill.
• Using social distancing and maintaining at least six feet between individuals in all areas of the park.
• The CDC has downloadable resources available to post at public places; and leagues are encouraged to utilize additional resources from 

their state or local authorities.

Concession Stands:
• Leagues should follow local and/or state guidance when considering operating food or concession sales.
• Leagues opting to operate food and/or concession sales should also review and understand the CDC’s guidelines.

For leagues not operating a concession stand, families are encouraged to bring their own food/beverages. 


